














First, the Task Force’s framework provides an 
administrative center, articulated structure, and 
a focus within which all member organizations 
are working hard toward common goals.  In 
addition, simple 
communication is 
essential.  
Furthermore, 
imagination and 
vision are always 
important.  Finally, 
building a 
community and pure 
strength in numbers 
are necessary and 
have clearly 
advanced and 
strengthened our 
effort.   
 

Figure 9:  Collage by 5th grader, Jake Wollfarth 
of New Orleans, following the Hurricane Katrina 
disaster 

There are still many 
challenges ahead, 
including the need to 
(1) ensure that 
institutions are 
properly incentivized for preparedness and 
have established institutional priorities; (2) 
integrate architectural emergency planning 
expertise, as noted by AIC-CERT responders; 
(3) infuse timely and sufficient funding for the 
stabilization of collections; (4) research 
efficient and safe recovery and response 
processes and procedures; and (5) create 
comprehensive communication strategies.  
 
What are the trends and future needs?  (1) Most 
importantly, ensuring that scientific research on 
mitigation and recovery methods continues; (2) 
reaching out to responders, which has proven to 
be successful and fundamental to our efforts; 
(3) creating local disaster assistance networks, 
because much of this has to be done on the 
local level; and (4) simplifying planning, 
increasing awareness, and developing greater 
and better collection inventories and emphasis 
on prioritization.  
 
The initiatives mentioned above may be 
modeled and adopted globally.  One day, our 

nation will work effectively in tandem with our 
international colleagues to preserve our 
collective cultural heritage and to educate 
future generations of conservation 

professionals and emergency 
responders.  
 
Like Jake Wollfarth [Fig. 9], 
I believe that our future is 
promising.  Many 
organizations, federal 
agencies, foundations, 
corporations, and individuals 
have generously supported, 
formulated, and led the 
initiatives mentioned above.  
 
Promoting education, 
scientific research, 
collaboration, and 
partnership will enable us to 
best protect cultural heritage 
from emergencies.  Much 
has been accomplished, yet 
there still remains 

considerable work to ensure the safety and 
preservation of our cultural heritage—both 
national and international—against disasters.   
We are in this together. We have much to 
accomplish. 
 
Sincerest thanks to the funding organizations 
that made the disaster response and recovery 
projects detailed in this presentation possible, 
especially the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, Fidelity Foundation, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, Munters, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, National 
Endowment for the Arts, the Samuel H, Kress 
Foundation, the Getty Foundation,  the 
National Park Services, and a large  number of 
local supporters.   
 
Many thanks to the collaborative efforts of 
disaster responders who strive to preserve our 
cultural heritage, some of which include 
Heritage Preservation (and especially Jane 

 



 

Long for her assistance with this paper), the 
Center for Research of the Epidemiology of 
Disasters, Heritage Emergency National Task 
Force, Council of State Archivists, Regional 
Alliance for Response, American Institute for 
Conservation, and a number of local 
supporters.  We are grateful for your support 
and endeavors to save our cultural heritage for 
present and future generations.   
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